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AGENDA 
 

Preparing for Weather Emergencies 
Presented by  

 

Bruce Gronich, K2BRG, Skywarn Coordinator 
 

and 
 

Jim Mezey, W2KFV, Section Emergency Coordinator 

Next meeting to be held:  
Wednesday, October 14th, 2009  

8:00 PM at Levittown Hall  

Serving The Amateur Radio Community Since 1965 

Save The Date  
 

October 17th and 18th - LIMARC table at the Bellmore Family Street Festival  

October 25th - LIMARC Indoor Hamfest at Levittown Hall  

December 9th - LIMARC elections and Holiday Party  
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Presidentôs Message 
 October 2009  

 
 

     We live in a country that has grown and been strengthened by our belief in the rule of law. Our Founding 

Fathers, recognizing the chaos of ineffective and undefined government, wrote a Constitution to clearly 

define the powers of the federal government, and if a power was not given to the federal government, nor 

prohibited, that power was reserved for the states. 

     It is not unusual for law and common sense to contradict each other. Why build cars capable of travelling 

in excess of 100 miles per hour, when the speed limit on most roads is no more than 65 or 70 miles per 

hour? Why penalize a home owner who fixes up his house and improves his neighborhood by increasing his 

taxes?   

     As amateur radio operators, we are licensed by the federal government, which then imposes on us a set of 

rules and regulations governing the use of our frequencies, including what we can say, and what we need to 

say. At the same time, we are governed by state laws, and in particular those laws trying to reduce the 

number of accidents caused by drivers using cell phones.  I wonder what the statistic is on amateur radio 

operators who have had accidents while on the air, and compare that to the number of people who have been 

helped because the amateur radio operator was on the air. 

     The FCC reminds us about avoiding a conversation on the air in which we might have a pecuniary 

interest. So if you are a hospital worker, participating in an on air emergency training net, you have a 

pecuniary interest as a first responder, and are in violation of the FCC regulations. Counter-intuitive? 

Defying logic? Ridiculous? Yes, all of the above. Still, we have to remember that the amateur radio 

frequencies are just that, ñamateurò, non- commercial frequencies, and if not maintained as such, they are a 

very sought after spectrum by commercial interests. As has been suggested by others, there may be a need to 

exempt the amateurs from certain regulations. Until then, we live by the laws because that is what makes us 

the nation that we are. 

     It is important to have an educated non-ham public understand what we do, and that is why we have 

undertaken exhibiting at the Library, and this year, the Bellmore Street Festival, events for which we need 

your support. 

 

73, 

 

Richard Cetron, K2KNB 

President, LIMARC 
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The meeting Started at 7:35 PM 
 

Richie, K2KNB, discussed someone in Florida who has been using Echo Link to connect to our repeaters. He 

operates mobile and uses a wireless card in his lap top computer to connect to the Internet. Seems he used to 

live in Bayville. 
 

Motion: Jerry, WB2ZEX, made a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the Log. Joe, KC2BZB seconded 

the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

Presidentôs comments: Richie, K2KNB ï During the summer we had three months without a board meeting. 

We hold August open in case it is felt that a meeting is needed. A brief discussion followed. It is Richieôs 

opinion that we need to trim down the amount of heavy equipment we currently use for Field Day. As it now 

stands there is a logistical problem in deploying what we have in an emergency. A discussion took place as to 

whether or not it makes sense to have a permanent club station. Rick, K2RB, indicated there might be a loca-

tion available near his place of business. 
 

We were contacted by Catholic Charities. They recently received a grant of $75,000 that was used to pur-

chase radios for emergency communications. They have a number of facilities that service disabled and eld-

erly consumers. In an emergency they would open two shelters, Kellenberg High School in East Meadow and 

Trinity High School in Hicksville. The radios that were purchased are good for simplex only. Their need is to 

provide communications from Queens to Suffolk. They would like our assistance to provide training and help 

with installation. The board agreed to explore this matter.  
 

Eric, KE2EJ, has assisted Bernie, K2YO, in developing a program that allows control of our repeaters via the 

Internet. It runs on Windows. Andy, WA2CDL and Eric, KE2EJ have had changes in their work situations. 

This may make it difficult for them to continue maintaining our repeaters. 
 

The NYS QSO party is coming up shortly. LIMARC has agreed to underwrite the cost of two plaques. 

We are looking into combining our outdoor hamfest at Briarcliffe College with those of other local clubs. A 

method for sharing profits will have to be worked out. 
3 

The Hudson Division luncheon will take place on November 8, 2009. Two of our members will be receiving 

awards; Diane Ortiz, K2DO, Grand Ole Ham and Jim Mezey W2KFV, Amateur of the Year. LIMARC will 

take at least one table. The cost is $50.00 per person ($45.00 per person if a table of ten is purchased through 

LIMARC). 
 

Reports: Meetings ï Harry, KC2FYJ ï September, Bluetooth presented by George Sullivan,WB2IKT; Octo-

ber a presentation by ARES; November,  Nominations and using the N1MM program for contesting program 

by Mel, KS2G; December the Holiday Party and Elections.  

 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

LIMARC September 2, 2009  

Board Meeting Minutes  
 
 

Officers Present:  Richie, K2KNB, President; Harry, KC2FYJ, Vice President; Bob, W2OSR, 

Secretary; Jerry, WB2ZEX, Treasurer; Rick, K2RB, Past President  

Board Members Present: Harry, WB2H; Lew, N2RQ; Joe, KC2BZB  

Guests: George, WB2HPI; Jim, W2KFV  
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Scouting ï Bob, W2OSR ï JOTA (Jamboree on the Air) is on October 17 -18. NARC will be open on Sun-

day for JOTA. Scout Walk will be on April 25, 2010 at Christopher Morley Park. It will be a celebration of 

the 100th anniversary of the Scouting Movement.  
 

Treasury and Membership ï Jerry, WB2ZEX ï Our main sources of income are the Hamfests and mem-

bership dues. There is $6159.14 in the checking account and $5880.63 in the account for the memorial 

funds. We have 369 members, 12 more then this time last year.  
 

Public Service ï Jim, W2KFV ï The Ocean to Sound Relay is on September 12. The SET is on September 

13. The Buddy Walk takes place in October. ARES membership looks good and Skywarn is working.  
 

Education ï There is a Yahoo users group available for anyone who needs help in upgrading their license. 

LIMARC-Extra@Yahoogroups.com  
 

Technical - The control operators now have the new Windows program. Any problems that have occurred 

have been dealt with in a timely manner.  The IRLP connections are working well. Nothing to report on 1.2 

GHz. There are still some problems with 220 MHz.  
 

Good and Welfare ï Rick, K2RB ï Sid, K2LJH is scheduled for surgery. Sidôs son recently got married. 

Gene, K2KJI, is recovering from heart by-pass surgery. George, WB2HPIôs wife Joyce is in the hospital.  

Rick, K2RBôs wife Marilyn is undergoing treatment for cancer.  
 

Memorial Funds ï Sid, K2LJH may step down as a manager for the Helen Reid Fund. A decision is 

needed as to how to best use the other funds.  
 

VE- Jim, W2KFV ï The next sessions are September 12 and October 25 at the Hamfest.  
 

Elections ï Seven positions will be vacated including the President and Vice President. 
 

New Business: The display has been set up at the Levittown Library. Next Saturday we will have a demo 

station set up in the park in front of the Library. 
 

Old Business: none 
 

The meeting closed at 9:55 PM 
 

Respectfully submitted 
 

Robert Batchelor, W2OSR 

Secretary 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

Good and Welfare 

     We would really like to keep our members informed about what is go-

ing on with each of us. Please e-mail Rick, K2RB at k2rb@limarc.org, 

or welfare@limarc.org, with items for our Good and Welfare column. 

 

REMINDER  
 

     LIMARC is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation. As such, all monetary donations are tax deductible, 

and donations of equipment are deductible either to the amount that the club might sell the item for, or the 

fair market value. As we move forward in trying to provide assistance to schools wishing to set up     

amateur radio programs, please consider us for your donations. 

mailto:k2rb@limarc.org
mailto:welfare@limarc.org
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Officers Present: Richie, K2KNB, President; Harry, KC2FYJ, Vice President; Bob, W2OSR, Secretary; 

Jerry, WB2ZEX, Treasurer, Rick, K2RB, Past-President 
 

Board Members Present: Lew, N2RQ; Joe, KC2BZB 
 

 

The gavel was passed to Richie, K2KNB, by Rick, K2RB. 
 

Motion: A motion was made by George, N2GA, to accept the minutes as printed in the Log. Howard, 

W2QUV seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

A few words from our president: Richie, K2KNB ï Two of our club members will be receiving awards at 

the Hudson Division luncheon, Diane Ortiz, K2DO ï Grand Ole Ham and Jim Mezey, W2KFV ï Amateur 

of the Year. The luncheon will be on November 8, 2009 in New Jersey. The cost is $50.00 per person 

($45.00 per person if purchased through LIMARC, if there are enough to purchase a table of 10 ). 
 

Two of our members did well in ARRL Sweepstakes. Mel, KS2G, took first place in NLI for low power all 

bands and Bob, W2OSR, took first place in NLI for high power 20 meters. 
 

We have been contacted by Catholic Charities. They have requested our assistance in setting up radios they 

purchased with a grant that they received. We think we will be able to help them with training. Catholic 

Charities operates two shelters, Kellenberg High School in East Meadow and Trinity High School in Hicks-

ville.  
 

During the day our repeaters seem quiet and calls are going un-answered. Please get on the air. 
  

This past Saturday we ran a demo station in the park in front of the Levittown Library; twenty of our mem-

bers stopped by for a visit. The display inside the Library will stay up until September 29. Please stop by 

and take a look. We received several requests for training. Several inactive hams visited the demo station. 

We will have a display at the Bellmore Street Festival on October 17 -18. About 100,000 people visit the   

Festival each year. Volunteers are needed to man our table. 
 

We have been helping the XYL of a silent key sell her husbandôs equipment. She had been taken advantage 

of by an E-bay reseller. We urge you to give your XYL or OM the name of a person you trust to help them 

when you pass away. You should also do an inventory with the cost of each item and give it to your signifi-

cant other.  
 

Reports: Meetings ï Harry, KC2FYJ ï Tonight we will have a presentation on Bluetooth. ARES will be 

here in October to talk about their activities during the summer and the storm season. November is the time 

for nominations. This year 7 slots will need to be filled. Novemberôs meeting will also feature Mel, KS2G 

talking  about use of  N1MM software for contesting. The elections will take place at our December     

meeting. It is also the night of our annual holiday party.  
 

Treasury and Membership ï Jerry, WB2ZEX ï There is $6159.14 in the checking account and $5880.63 

in the account for the memorial funds. We have 12 more members than we did at this time last year. This 

brings our total membership to 369.  
 

(Continued on page 6) 

General Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, September 9, 2009 

8:00 PM Levittown Hall  
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Public Service ï Jim, W2KFV ï The Ocean to Sound Relay will take place this Saturday. There will be an 

SET on Sunday. The SET will involve OEM, CERT, The Red Cross, etc. The Diabetes Buddy Walk is com-

ing. The last Mustang Run will take place in November. Also in November is the NYC Marathon.  
 

Technical ï Andy, WA2CDL ï There is a problem with the 220 MHZ repeater. Andy offered his thanks to 

Eric, KE2EJ, who has been doing most of the maintenance on the repeaters. Bernie, K2YO has written a Win-

dows based program to allow remote control of the repeaters.  
 

Contests ï Mel, KS2G ï Propagation isnôt good. The prediction is for cycle 24 to peak in 2015 with an SFI of 

90. The RSGB Field Day was last Saturday. Several contacts were made from the Levittown Library demo 

station. The All Asian Contest was also on Saturday. Bob, W2OSR, made 11 contacts. September 26 ï 27 CQ 

WW RTTY, October 24-25 CQ WW DX SSB, November 7 ï 8 ARRL SS CW, November 21-22 ARRL SS 

SSB, November 28-29 CQ WW DX CW, December 4-5 ARRL 160 Meter, and December 12-13 ARRL 10 

Meter Contest.  
 

Scouting ï Bob, W2OSR ï JOTA (Jamboree on the Air) will take place on October 17-18. NARC will host 

the event on Sunday October 18.  
 

Good and Welfare ï Rick, K2RB ï George, WB2HPIôs wife Joyce is in ICU. Jay, N2FP is doing better. He 

was recently spotted at the Old Country Buffet in Levittown meeting with some of his friends; he drove him-

self there. Gene, K2KJI,  from KJI Electronics is making a good recovery from his bypass surgery. Sid, 

K2LJH, is scheduled for surgery.  Sidôs youngest son was recently married. N2RK has passed away.  
 

HRU ï George, N2GA ï the eleventh HRU is scheduled for Sunday January 10 at Briarcliffe College. The 

next HRU meeting is on September 29 at 7:30 PM.  
 

Hamfest ï Our next Hamfest is October 25 at Levittown Hall. We will start setting up at 6:30 AM. 
 

Education ï Lew, N2RQ ï The display will be at the Levittown Library through September 29. The School 

Club Round Up is coming in October. 
 

VE ï The next session is Saturday September 12 at 9:00 AM here at Levittown Hall. The fee is $15.00. 

Thank you Jim, W2KFV, for all your help. 
 

Old Business ï none 
 

New Business ï none 
 

Motion: Jerry, WB2ZEX made a motion to close the meeting. George, N2GA, seconded the motion. The   

motion passed unanimously.  
 

Respectfully submitted 

Robert Batchelor, W2OSR 

Secretary 

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Pictures From The September Meeting  


